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Stop the sale of Orissa. Put
People before profit.
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Garment Industry

Sago

Special Epr0|tat|on Zone

e30M$RORY | 1000 MosHOFE”,
ﬁmgﬁﬁ@mo 5 % ?5?&)0%—'560
PRCINETT. STS ATFTT  @Od
WOTING TFT 787 ToOEINGD,
3,55,000 Bo0FEd®, ©TTY Je.85-
90T, FEIODNT. STTOR MR
TXREIH0T [OA WOTHTE WHT.
MOBIOBT TTESNPOT JNTF, 20T
THRCIITVT. BRTT TEEBNYOT FOR
W3 3R 0TWT 2 @@ 2 1/2
TOES 23eTOMDIT. LTOLR TOT, T
BRCTVTROT WIS d@mﬁ@e
UFm WIZERE JOID mcse)o
ATANS mw 430ﬁ ©@pm 5 noln
BFoWOT BeTBBeTNITT. O[OR
BENT 208 B DRTT NRETYN
T0NY wARR #[PR  FREITHTD
QTWTITY WP@o YYLTWIOIW.
dxhow (35%& NTVETIT  BTT
TP AT T DOTROTIN
TRESTYT 30RO IZ NN
BRTTONT. MOIFOLFIY L2000
POTY AND [RIT FOWTFTI,
ARENR  QeBETT. %20%5@35&3301
TOFTE WRBED BFoF TNON TP ©TT
OOTONYN 8§ ©FPI0 9 JIRFAWD

T he garment industry in Ban
galore with about 1200 regis
tered units employing over a
half amillion workforce and one of the
biggest sources of exportsin the coun-
try, but hardly is there any mention in
themediaon theliving and working con-
ditions of the workers who are the real
makers of some of the top brand cloth-
ingintheworld.

Earning anywhere between Rs. 3200
to Rs. 4000 amonth, whichisapathetic
sum especialy given the sort of profits
being made by the contracting company
and the brand companies. This at the
cost being borne by the worker who is
being made a victim of both company
andthe pro—capitalist policy of the Govt.
that haveresulted in pricerise of all es-
sential commaodities making thelives of
these workers ever more miserable.

Comprising of mainly unskilled or semi
skilled women workers and mostly hail-
ing fromrural, lower class- caste back-
grounds, between the age group of 20—
40 years, most of these workers are
hardly aware of the benefits (which is
piecemeal) that they are entitled, giving
the company management and |abor
department afree hand in denying them
their basicrights.

But the biggest problemsthat isfaced
by theseworkersisthelack of organised
unions in every factory to fight for in-
creasing wages and their basic rights
as human beings. Although coming un-
der thefactories act, governed by mini-
mum wages, covered by Employment
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State Insurance (ESI) scheme, most of
the companies hardly adhere to these
lawsgiventhelaxity inimplementation
by the Govt. and loopholesin the laws
that allow the companiesin denying the
workers their benefits.

A common practice followed by the
company management is the denia of
gratuity benefitsand pension benefits af -
ter 5 yrs of employment by aworker in
a company by asking the workers to
rejoin as fresh employees and thus de-
nying them this benefit. A second ploy
used by the company is the non pay-
ment of Provident Fund to the con-
cerned labor department and using this
money to build as capital, while the
workers remain seemingly unaware of
thisdenia until the day of their resigna-
tion from the company. Another impor-
tant right, concerns health care services
covered by the ES| which continuesto

b
- . |
- ]

'

i ) &

L S e

— 3

. —_—
o W
'1. - % ey i -1:-
1 'r:_ _' -ﬂﬁ |

. i AK
e

- f &

be aregularly denied unless by bribing
the officials of the concerned depart-
ment.

All theseisbesidestheregular harass-
ment faced by workers by their male
supervisorsto meet their production tar-
gets and most workers having to work
overtime without compensation, work-
ing anywhere between 9—10 hrsaday.
All theseand lack of provisionsof some
of the basic amenitiesin many of these
units such as drinking water facilities,
proper rest time, inadequatelunch hours,
toilet facilities. Work place sexual ha-
rassment, rampant domestic violence
commonly witnessed intheir homes, all
of which hasageneral bearing in terms
of deterioration of their health.

The picture may sound dismal, but gar-
ment workersareincreasingly beginning
to question the denial of their most ba-
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sicrights. Giventhelow levelsof infor-
mation of the existing rightsand provi-
sion, lack of fighting unionsthe majority
of the workers in these specia exploi-
tation zones are either suffering the de-
nial of rights silently or many a times
are being "led" by a yellow unions or
extortionist Mafiaouitfits.

It should be noted that in the recent
timesthe Bangal ore industrial seen has
not witnessed any major victorious
battles of working class, let alone the
garment and textile workers. Many of
the so called unionsare NGO sponsored
who basically take a "Industrial peace
line" and thwart any attempt of
radicalisation among the rank & file.
These do-gooder NGO'sfocus more on
conflict management by "training" the
leadersthan building combative unions.
Their approach to disputeswith the man-
agement is to go to the 'brand' people
than to fight and increase the class con-
sciousness of the workers.

But al thisischanging, the enthusias-
tic participation of the garment women
workers belonging to GATWU and
KGWU in 7th Sept.2010 General
Strikes indicates the growing
radicalisation among theselow paid lay-
ers. At thesametimegiven thecrisis of
the global economy and its impact on
India, the stage will be set for a major
conflict between capital and labor as
was witnessed recently in the success-
ful strike of the Bangladeshi garment
workers.

- Anand Kumar
New Socialist Alternative,

Bangalore
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Though it is true, that the turn out in
the General Strike was not massive in
Bangalore, but it can not be claimed that
the workers especially in the non-
unionised or poorly unionised sectorsdid
not agree with the issues of Price Rise,
Unemployment , Low wages, Job Se-
curity etc. Some of the activistsinclud-
ing myself who went round the indus-
trial areas organising the strike will tell
you, thekind of seething anger and frus-
tration among the most low paid work-
ers, women in particular.

It must be noted that there was no ef-
fective countering of the propaganda
that goes on in the name “growth and
GDP’, workers are made powerless by
theleadership at thetop (CITU,AITUC
Central leaderships) without givingthem
the necessary argumentsto go on strike
or against the bosses who indulge in
extreme exploitation. But the conclaves
of thebosses; Chambers & Associations
have learnt the tricks to put in place
certain attractive media savvy measures
such as Human Resources
personnel,Corporate responsibility and
other make believe mechanismsto hood-
wink, depoliticise and deactivate the
workers.

The NGOQisation of the union move-
ment has put afurther dampener on the

ﬂ%owc@—esé%cuc@ 2010

Not massve but Militant!

General StrikeReport,

combativity of the workers, instead of
workersdirect action against injustices
such asbad working conditions, low pay,
sexual harassment, safety regulations.
implementation of labour lawsetc., they
are now taken up with the ‘Brand
people’ of different MNCswho are ba-
sically exploiting the workers for dirt
cheap labour. It is now they who insist
on the factory managements to adhere
to the laws because it would be a bad
publicity for their Brands abroad, work-
ers rights have become a mere PR &
HR exercise, whichispathetic, thishas
taken the power out of the hands of the
workersfor collectivedirect action and
struggle.

While there are many NGO workers,
very motivated activists and fighters
among the NGO sponsored unionswho
sincerely believe that they are engaged
in aternative radical politics, but the
dominant ideology of most of the these
‘fund guzzlers' is“ conflict manage-
ment”. CITU and AITUC who have
their base among the salaried, perma-
nent and organised sectors do not have
the vision to reach out to the low paid
workers.

Imaginetheimpact if therally that was
held near Mysore Bank circle and went
round the city agitating and motivating
the workersto join the strike, the num-
berswould have swollen to lakhsif not
tens of lakhs. Where was the propa-
ganda directed to wards the
teachers,health  workers, sex
workerswomen workers, migrant work-
ers, child labour, rag pickers and the
lakhs and lakhs working in the various
sections of ‘service industry’ such as
Hotels and Eateries, workshops, con-
struction workers, Poura Karmikas,
Domestic Workersmobile & communi-
cationworkers, couriers, transport (lorry
and vans), News and Media workers
including ‘news paper boys ? Last but
not the least (and it should not be the
last) what was doneto bring out the stu-
dent youth from the schools and the
colleges?

It was criminal on the part of thelead-
ership of the trade unions and the es-
tablished “left” that therewashardly any
publicity and propagandafor the strike,
leafletswith just alist of demandswere
seen (with no explanation on the sys-
tem of profit) getting distributed in the

Anti-Biotic Superbug Scandal

SagoI

last 48 hours, no preparatory gate meet-
ings! Therewashardly any poster inthe
city announcing and motivating the
workersfor the strike from Joint Com-
mittee of Trade Unions. (JCTU)

In spite of the drawbacks, the strike
did bring out thousands of workers in
Bangal ore and major towns of the state.
Garment and Textile Workers Union
(GATWU) and Karnataka Garment
Workers Union though smaller unions
did exemplary participationinthestrike.
The ‘New Socialist Alternative’ which
brought out leafletsin both English and
Kannadalanguages did its best to cam-
paignfor thestrike. In collaboration with
the Garment Workersit wasinstrumen-
tal in motivating at least 6000 garment
workers from 7 factories on Mysore
Road tojoin the strike.

Women workers were the most mili-
tant among the strikers, a new genera-
tion of radicalised young working
women have started to build unions not
just on economic demands but on larger
political issues such as who runs the
society and for whom. It is not too dis-
tant that they will find their way into the
ranks of Socialistsfighting for afunda-
mental change to the capitalist system
itself.

Vishwa
New Socialist Alternative-Bangalore

Peoples Misery is Capitaligs Profit

The recent news on a study pub
lished by Lancet InfectiousDis
eases (“Emergence of a new
antibiotic resistant mechanismin India,
Pakistan and the UK: amolecular, bio-
logical and epidemiological study” by
Karthikeyan K Krishnasamy et.al) ona
drug resistant bacterial gene, the so
called super bug, named New Delhi
metallo — beta — lactamase — 1 (NDM-
1), tracing its possible origins to India
has raised afuror among the Corporate
hospitalslikethe Appollo and thelndian
Healthministry.

All the hue and cry was not so much
about antibiotic resistance, but apossible
link to themedical tourism industry (now
abooming sector in India) being respon-
sible for the spread of resistanceto de-
veloped nations such asthe EU and that
Indian hospitalsnot being safefor treat-
ments. This is just an instance which
proves beyond doubt that when profits
are concerned, neither the corporate
hospitals nor its mouth pieces in the
health ministry will spare any effort at
dealing withissueat hand, but goto any
extent of shifting blame even taking a
anti imperialistic rhetoric claiming the
report to be‘western plot’ to undermine
Indian medical tourismindustry.

It should be borne in mind that the so
called medica tourismisashamerather
than apride of India. A nation inwhich
public health systemisall but dysfunc-
tional, with 80% of the health and medi-
cal expensesisforced on people them-

selves. Thisisthe major cause of rural
indebtedness (according to Govt. Pub-
lished statistics), the very mention of
Indiabeing amedical tourism hubisan
insult to the majority of the people who
have no such accessto the highest stan-
dards of health care.

Whatever be the rights or wrongs in
the study, it isbeyond doubt that antibi-
otic resistance has emerged as a seri-
ous public health concern. One of the
common causes of this is the overuse
and abuse of antibioticsespecialy inde-
veloping countrieslike India. The chief
reason for this includes the unethical
promotion of the drugs by the pharma-
ceutical companies (doctor — company
relationship), unregulated sale without
prescription at drug stores, use of anti-
bioticsfor virtually every kind of infec-
tion (including viral), expectation from
the patients to be prescribed an antibi-
otic and thus atrend has set in that ex-
tendsfrom the pharmaceutical company
to the doctor down to the patient, that
virtually seesantibioticsas‘ magic bul-
let’ for any disease.

With no new antibioticson the pipeline
and researchers having reached a dead
end as for as the research into newer
antibioticsare concerned, health system
isfindingit increasingly difficult to cope
with emerging newer antibiotic resistant
strains of bacteria. The problem has
been completely blown out of propor-
tion with the presence of over 80,000
brands of drugs in the Indian market,

many of them irrational combinations.
Whereas World Health Organization
(WHO) mandates only 250 essential
drugswhich could treat over 90% of the
diseases concerned, but given the clout
of the pharmaceutical industry whose
influence extendsfrom the Govt. todrug
control authority tothejudiciary, all the
talk of rational use of drugs has been
throwninto theair.

The problem is made all the more
worse with the unhealthy and unregu-
lated proliferation of private and corpo-
rate hospitalsthat looks at health sector
as nothing morethan alucrative market
waitingto beexploited. Thisflowsfrom
the distorted model of health care sys-
tem followed in India, which has been
exasperated by the onward march of
capitalist globalization, with strong em-
phasisonindividualistic, medicaly ori-
ented, technologically driven solutions.

A system that addresses only curative
aspect of health care, without address-
ing overall political-economic-social
causeswhich are primarily responsible
for theill health of the population can-
not solve the health problems of the
people. Health is not merely about ab-
sence of disease, but the overall physi-
cal, social and mental well being
(WHO), hedlth care is only an aspect
of it. Thus health isalso accessto nutri-
tious food, safe drinking water, good
housing, clean environment, social eg-
uity etc., which are equally responsible
for the healthy living standards of the

people. So a struggle for health is a
struggle against capitalism which is
solely responsiblefor unequal distribu-
tion of wedlth, expl oitation of peopleand
resources, environmental destruction
and much more.

What is requiredisan overall socio—
economic transformation of society,
meaning Socialism, by nationalisation
and working people control over the big
pharmaceutical companies, private
medical hospitals, medical education and
research. It isequally important to radi-
cally change the content of these ser-
vices to a health care system based on
the comprehensive primary health care
model that startsfrom the ground up, to
apharmaceutical industry that isgeared
towards producing drugs which are af-
fordable, rational and based on people’s
needs, medical education that is reori-
ented towards service of the peopleand
research that is socially relevant and
based on ground realities.

Andfinally, we need to re-examinethe
way we look at microbes or any infec-
tious diseases for that matter, unlike
modern medicine that has been riddled
with terminologies of war and look at
microbes as terrorists that need to be
wiped out. Apart from changing the so-
cial systemthat welivein presently, we
need to find alternative approaches of
dealing with infectious diseases without
seriously hampering the delicate ecol-
ogy of our planet. * Anand Kumar,

NSA, Bangalore.
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Beggar sdeath in Bangalore

Capitalism'sSysemic Malaise

The death of over 28 inmates at
the Beggar’s Rehabilitation
Center (popularly known as
Beggar’s Colony) in Bangalore and the
subsequent dramathat unfolded over the
past two months has brought into focus
the rotten state of affairs in the
Karnatakastate'ssocial welfare depart-
ment. The inmates of the center were
living in conditionsto what amounted to
aconcentration camp in extremely mis-
erable and filthy conditions. It was a
well known "Secret”, but no media or
political partiesever bothered about the
plight of theinmates. With already over
287 deaths at the center since January,
it was only a disaster waiting to hap-
pen.

The deaths and the subsequent hospi-
talization of many of theinmates of the
center wastriggered from what has now
becomeinfamously known astheinde-
pendence day lunch (auspiciousgiftin-
deed for a people who were virtually
held as captives at the center!) by a
donor whose name continues to be
criminally withheld by the government.
For over two days, despite continuous
vomiting and diarrhoea, all theinmates
were left to fend for themselves by the
staff and only after they began to die
that the caseswerereferred to the medi-
cal officer at the primary health center
inthe colony.

BJP’'s Contempt for poor

Even more scandal ously, the dead bod-
ieswere bundled off to the crematorium
without proper investigationsrelating to
the circumstances that led to the trag-
edy. The authorities backed by their
political bosses the Chief Minister B S
Yeddyurappa, the Home Minister V' S
Acharya, and Police Commissioner
Shanker Bidari (notoriousfor hishuman
rights record) virtually ruled out any
possibility of foul play and decreed it as
anatural state of affairs dueto old age

and susceptibility to communicabledis-
eases! Thisattitude of the BJP govern-
ment of Karnatakasuitsvery muchwith
the ideology of the communal, pro-up-
per casteand pro-upper classBJP, which
isthe political arm of RSS which hasa
pathological contempt towards all that
is considered low and downtrodden in
the society.

While the government has ruled out
food poisoning as the cause of death, it
has put the blame on gastro-enteritis,

lack of hygiene and malnourishment as
possible causes of death(This itself is
anindictment of the BJP Govt.) Evenif
we go by the government'swords, even
aknowledgeablelay personwould know
that gastro-enteritisisnot an highly com-
plicated disease and can be easily
treated by provided an adequate fluid
balanceismaintained in the body caused
due to dehydration by vomiting and di-
arrhoea.

Criminal Negligence

All that was required was an anti-
emetic drug to control the vomiting and
oral rehydration fluid for diarrhoea,
which can be prepared at any reason-
ably clean place by mixing a pinch of
salt and four teaspoons of sugar to a
liter of clean drinking water, thisis an
effective and s mple solution to the prob-
lem, but yet diarrhoeaistheNo. 1 cause
of death among childrenin India. Lack
of intervention at a proper time could
have further complicated the situation
giventhelow immunity and ailing con-
ditions of many inmates at the center.

The beggar’s colony presented a pic-
ture where everything was wrong.
Firstly, the number of inmates at the
center was grossly high at over 2500,
as compared to the capacity of the cen-
ter to handle only up to 900 inmates. With
the inmates packed as herds of sheep
in the dormitorieswhich remained un-
clean and not disinfected for months
together, toilets overflowing with faeces,
stench of urine being everywhere, the
conditionswerenot fit for even animals
let alone humans. Whatever fundsallo-
cated in the budget for the rehabilita-
tion, the funds were grossly misman-
aged, underutilised or siphoned off to
other priority (pocket) areasand thein-
mates were |eft to rot and die.

None of the recommendations made
by alegislature committee with regards
to the maintenance of the center were

ever implemented by the Social welfare
department of Karnataka. No segrega-
tionwas carried out on the basisof health
issues, instead al of them were packed
into the same rooms, no dietary changes
were made and the primary health cen-
ter at the colony was extremely under-
staffed functioning with only a single
doctor, whereasthe committee had rec-
ommended posting five doctors at the
center. The horrifying stories that were
given to thefact finding committees by
the inmates indicates that the authori-
ties treated them more like they treat
criminals rather than people unfortu-
nately driven to destitution.

PPP is an alibi to privatse!

Another aspect which hasnot received
much attention isthat the primary health
center was being run under public —pri-
vate partnership (PPP) with the NGO
Karuna Trust, headed by Dr. H
Sudarshan (winner of Right to Liveli-
hood or Alternative Noble), a known
votary of NGO partnership with gov-
ernment in running primary health cen-
ters. Well nothing much seems to have
changed under the management of
Karuna Trust, primary health center
which continues to be understaffed,
underequiped andisnot ableto discharge
al theobligations of ahealth center that
includes ensuring preventive measures
to stop the spread of infectious diseases
and continuous monitoring of the health
status of the inmates.

If the tragic deaths of the inmates is

anything to go by, that the PPP of the
social servicesisnot the solution to the
| problem. But if the government'sthink-
ingis, itisfor more such PPP model
and thistime it is to address nutrition
by tying up with the notorious | SKCON
(International Krishna Conciousness)
for providing mealsto theinmates.

The tragedy has given an ideal op-
portunity for the corrupt neo-liberal
BJP government, to demonstrate that
the state's services are bound to bein-
efficient and thereby it istimeto abdi-
cateall themoral obligationsof the gov-
ernment to the welfare of the beggars
and allow NGO's/ charitiesto step in.

This calamity is a direct result of
government's [including the previous
Congress and JD(S)] deliberate strat-
egy of starving the center of fundsand
running an extremely inefficient sys-
tem that was bound to fail. Whatever
changesthat government has promised

with regard to improving the center will
only be cosmetic and the situation will
continue to rot. How can the govern-
ment change the situation overnight
when the problem is systemic and the
rot flows from the top, not from below.
While the establishment has promised
posting more doctors at the center, the
questioniswherewill the doctors come
from, when the health department of the
state is itself understaffed for doctors
and superspecialists.

Neo- liberalism is the culprit

The disaster has once again reiterated
the conseguence of neo-liberal econom-
icswith least priority to social services,
especially towards the downtrodden,
socially exploited and vulnerable groups
such as beggars who are not even con-
sidered ashumansbeingslet alonewel-
fare beneficiaries. It is apt to remem-
ber that the tragedy took placeinthe so
called IT capital (which boasts of huge
GDP contribution) of the country and
shows how much development has
trickled down to the poor and the
marginalised. If anything , devel opment
has come at the cost of further
marginalisation of the oppressed classes
rather than the other way around.

Capitalism breeds destitution-
dump it!

The so called development at any cost
leading tolossof land, homesand liveli-
hoods across the country will only ex-
acerbate, and not eradicate beggary. In
thelastinstance, beggary isonly adeeper
symptom of alarger malaise in the so-
ciety under capitalism whose sole wor-
ship of profit is sure to trample on and
continue to deprive all the basic rights
and necessities of the poorer sections
of the society.

- AnandKumar
New Socialist Alternative, Bangalore.
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The Games that Wealthy Play with us the '‘Commons'

- By Ankit Sharmaand Paresh Chandra

In the 19th century, the one time
British Prime Minister, and re-
nowned novelist, Benjamin
Disraeli, wrote a novel called Sybil:
The Two Nations; thiswas one of the
first explorations of the polarisation
of wealth and power that capitalism
breeds, how inside a single coun-
try, coexist the fabled halls of plenty
and extreme hunger. Today, in In-
dia, one does not even need to com-
pare the metropolis and the margin
(the “Maoist afflicted territories’)
to comprehend the existence of two
such nations — it is to be seen in
the Capital itself.

- This article was first published in
Gurgaon Worker's News.

In the last decade the name of Delhi
has become synonymous with “devel -
opment”; fancy flyovers, expressways,
wide roads, metro services, etc.
symbolisetheform of development that
Delhi aspirestoward—development that
will make Delhi a“world classcity” of
the new millennium. And all thisat the
cost of neglecting completely, the ful-
fillment even of basic necessitiesof life
for many livinginand around Delhi. At
present, it would seem on glancing at
mainstream newspapers, that the devel -
opment of acity isto be measured in
terms of the number of shopping malls
it has, or the number of millionaires, or
the width of roads and so on —in short,
everything which relates to the richer
section of society. A supplement of one
India'sleading dailiesdeclares Delhi to
be the city of the 21st century, moving
ahead of other Indian citieslike Mumbai
and Kolkata. This declaration, ostensi-
bly, is based on the one hand upon
Delhi’s new born pride, the Metro, and
on the other on the city’s status as the
“melting-pot” of al Indian cultures (pos-
sibly becausetheindustrial zonesrising
around Delhi attract workers from all
over the country). Not a paragraph to
bring out the conditions under which
these workers live or labour.

With mgjority of the population, the
labouring and languishing poor alto-
gether out of contention, India indeed
seems to be shining. Even if the class
that actually reaps the benefits of such
devel opment comprises 10 per cent of
the nation’s population, the number is
still in excessof a100 million. Itiseasy
to stay within this constituency, repre-
sent and celebrateitsinterests, and still
call oneself therepresentative (govern-
ment, or daily) of a nation. Of course,
there are times when even large sec-
tions of the richer nation inside India,
the so-called middle classes are affected
for theworse, by policy or development
plans. But such is the inertia of their
past comforts, and suchistheinfluence
of the state, that they are able to while
away timesof duressdreaming of riches
to come. All their responses are pro-
grammed by the state, in formsthe state

can control, and inthefinal instance they
arecomfortableeveninthisrelativedis
comfort, and they do not feel pressed to
speak up.

Coming to theimmediate, wefind that
al of Delhi’s resources are being in-
vested to prepare for the staging of the
Commonwesalth Games; all of thecity’s

development plans are spread around
thisevent. Several new roads are being
built, new stadiums are coming up, a
concrete “village” big enough to house
the people of many slums has been con-
structed for the athletes. A city facing
one of the biggest water shortagesin al
its history is going to fill up massive
swimming pools. For three yearsin a
row college grounds have been made
unavailable to students, putting an end
toalot of sportsactivity (evidently this
is how the CWG is going to encourage
sports). Thousands of students, who can
barely afford the subsidised hostel rates,
have been thrown out of their hostels,
forced to find accommaodation in expen-
sive areas around the university. The
Chief Minister has come out in the me-
dia declaring that the people of Delhi
will haveto pay for these Gamesin the
form of increased taxes, rise in the
prices of public transport, and so on
(supposedly, all peoplein Delhi arerich
enough to pay thistiny pricefor the sake
of the nation’s and the city’s glory).
However the main thrust of the current
pieceisto spare aglance at that side of
Delhi whichisaltogether ignored by all,
including themedia.

Large numbers of migrant labourers
have shifted base to Delhi because of
the work become available due to the
large scaleinfrastructural development
leading up to the Games. Thishugein-
flux of migrant labourers, in additionto
the ones aready living in slums and
worker locditiesaround the city, hasled
to greater competition amongst them, on
which private contractors hired by the
government arethriving. These private
contractors are able to control wages
and working conditions, obvioudly tothe

disadvantage of workers. Workers at
CWG sites earn anything from Rs.200
to Rs.700 for eight hours of work in a
day depending upon level of skill, much
more, it can be argued than the mini-
mum wage fixed by the government.
Using this data the mainstream media
is often found trying to prove that the
government is generating employment

for these workers as well as helping
them earn alivelihood. Often, it isadded,
that theworkersare a so being provided
with aplacetolive, intemporary settle-
ments near construction sites. But, asis
aways true in such cases, a different
order of truth altogether ignored by the
media exists behind this fagade. These
workershaveno job security, hiredona
day, fired on the other. In fact, most of
them are hired on adaily or weekly ba-
sis. If hired for longer durations they
faceirregularities of payment. They do
not havethefreedom, asaresult to work
elsewhere during thisperiod, or to leave
thiswork, for the fear of having to for-
feit wages earned. Sometimes work-
ers are paid not according to the dura-
tion of work, but quantity of it — this
much pay for this much work (for in-
stance, thisis usually the case for road
construction workers). In this case the
work day extends upto ten hours or
more; this, one can understand, is the
cost of the alacrity needed to finish the
project in time for the Games

Owingtoirregularitiesof thekind men-
tioned above, workersareforced to shift
their families close to the work-site
where their wives too enter the labour
market, hoping to find greater financial
security for thefamily. Femaleworkers
get paid amounts much lower than what
men earn for the same work. Where
the fixed minimum wage is Rs.203, fe-
male workers are usually paid as little
asRs.130for eight hours of work. When
the supply of workers increases this
drops Why should all the membersof a
family work when one member is al-
ready earning more than the fixed mini-
mumwages?Clearly, thelifethat asingle
man’ swage affordsisnot quite so good.

The minimum wage allows aworker to
reproduce his labour power and is by
no means suitable remuneration for the
work he does; to be able to do even a
littlemorethan merely exist (evenif that
something isas seemingly inconsequen-
tial asowning atransistor) more than a
single person’s wage is needed. So the
whole family sets to work, at jobs that
hardly pay anything even asthey break
their backs. Whether they work or not
isnot a choice, is clear enough to see,
but even choosing the work they do is
not an option — do what you get.

With increased migration and the fall
in wages caused by the resultant in-
creasein competition living condition of
workers have also suffered. As the
wagesfall downto Rs100 or less. Fur-
thermore, mothers have no choice but
tokeeptheir children closeby whilethey
work; amore hazardous environment to
bring up achild is hard to imagine, be-
causeimmediate danger of hurt iscom-
pounded with assured health troublein
later life. Children already nearing ado-
lescence actually work alongside their
mothers; a little more in the family’s
pocket.

Why should all the membersof afam-
ily work when one member is already
earning more than the fixed minimum
wages? Clearly, the life that a single
man’ swage affordsisnot quite so good.
The minimum wage allows aworker to
reproduce his labour power and is by
no means suitable remuneration for the
work he does; to be able to do even a
littlemorethan merely exist (evenif that
something isas seemingly inconsequen-
tial asowning atransistor) more than a
single person’s wage is needed. So the
whole family sets to work, at jobs that
hardly pay anything even asthey break
their backs. Whether they work or not
isnot a choice, is clear enough to see,
but even choosing the work they do is
not an option — do what you get.

With increased migration and the fall
in wages caused by the resultant in-
creasein competition living condition of
workers have also suffered. As the
wagesfall well below the minimum re-
quired for their subsistence the work-
ers are forced to live in temporary
settlements near work sites, settlements
hardly suited to be inhabited by human
beings. The differentiation between
skilled and un-skilled labourers seems
to continue in these settlements, where
un-skilled workers are made to stay
pretty much anywhere (tents beneath
flyovers, or on the roadside, or next to
metro-pillarsand so on).

Contiuned in Page 9........
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Him, and Our Duty
A brief story-

About a journey to glory.

Of an humble and unattended
birth,

Transcends into a model for the
entire earth.

A fight against poverty,
A conflict to depose tyranny,
A struggle for the common man,

Opposed by the notorious, rich
and the powerful clan.

The blood demanded food and
freedom.

The oppressed voiced through
Trotsky, their medium.

Victory was achieved.
Only to be lost to the obscure.

The battle at the expense of blood
continues,

Finishing the job is what we have
to ensure.

- Saptarshi Banarjee.
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Skilled workers are at |east able to af -
ford a place in some sort of slums or
worker localities, or are provided with
tin shelters near construction sites. Of
course this relative privilege hardly
amountsto anything; 4to 5 skilled work-
ersstay intinroomshardly 6 feet across.
Often these temporary tents or rooms
serve as living quarters for the entire
family; proximity to the worksite defi-

nitely addsto health problemsthat work-
ers and their families face. Thereisno
direct supply of water to these locali-
ties, forcing the workers to use water
stored in unclean cans which used for
construction purposes; the problem is
even greater for the quarters which are
not that closeto any big site, asthey are
forced to buy water form tankers. Fur-
thermore, these settlements are not le-
ga and once the work is complete the
workers are forced to evacuate.

Workers cannot afford to waste any
part of their wageson daily commuting;
another reason that forcesthemto leave
close to worksitesistheir shift timings
(for instance the workers constructing
roads stay in tents near the site because
they arerequired towork all through the
night stopping in the early hours of the
morning). These conditions negate the
possibility of any “family life,” amiddlie-
class term altogether alien to the lives

of these workers. Even if the family
stays together, everybody works: the
man, the woman, and the children, giv-
ing them no chance to spend any time
together, let dlone“ quality time.” A set
of people involved in the construction
of the structuresthat will allow Indiato
“proclaim itself on the world-stage” as
arising “ super-power” and a“ quasi-de-
veloped-country” are reduced to a sta-
tuslittle higher than the tools they use.
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What we Sand for

» Living minium wage, shorter working week without loss of pay » No to the bosses' flexibility & exit policy » No more cutsin
public services, public sector jobs and subsidies for the poor » Massive public spending increase for health, education, child care and
housing » Stop privatisations. Re-nationalise the public utilities and industries that have been privatised » Break the grip of landlord-
ism, Radical & democratic land reforms, distribution of confiscated land from the rich land lords to the poor peasants » No discrimi-
nation on the grounds of gender, caste, race , sexuality, religion and language » Equal pay for equal work » Free education & free
health service » Invest in a cheap, accessible, integrated and environmentally friendly and publicly owned transport system » Progres-
sive tax system, based on direct taxes, increased corporate taxes and taxes on wealthy and the rich
companies which blackmail workers and jeopardise the future of the community, or which have arecord of environmental pollution No
displacement of people from land and livelihoods in the name of "Development” opposition to SEZ's(Special Exploitation Zones)

» Public ownership of the commanding heights of the economy under the democratic control and management of the working class
people. » For a voluntary union of all nationalities under a Socialist confederation of the sub-continent of India, Pakistan, Af-
thanistan, Bangaladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan, and Maldives.

N

» Confiscate the assets of
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“Paradiseturned into hdl”

Kashmir: An eyewitnessto oppression in thevalley
Emma Shaw, CWI reporter.

On Monday, 20 September, a group of more than 40 representatives from all the major parties in India’s parliament are visiting Srinagar, the capital of
Indian-occupied Kashmir, on a so-called ‘fact-finding’ mission. It is the first such delegation in two decades. The BBC writes on its web-site: “ Kashmir has
been on the boil since June (this year), with tens of thousands of protesters taking to the streets. In the mainly Muslim valley (they) have been hurling stones
at troops and demanded independence from India. Many analysts see the recent unrest as the higgest challenge to Indian rule in Kashmir for 20 years.”

The leader of the Kashmiri nationalist Hurriyat Conference, Syed Ali Shah Geelani, agreed at the last minute to speak to five members of the delegation.
But the real feelings and the demands of the thousands who have been protesting on the streets in the recent period will not be heard. The intractable
problems require far more than a parliamentary delegation to resolve. In fact they have been heightened by some of the most vicious, relentless police and
army repression taking place internationally.

paradiseturnedinto hell”. That

is how the people who live

there describe Indian-occu-
pied Kashmir, now under indefinite cur-
few. Monday 13 September saw 18
people, mainly young men, mowed down
by some of the 700,000 soldiersin the
Indian army who occupy Kashmir. Fur-
ther attacks mean that well over 100
people have beenkilled injust over 100
days since 11 June.

Many hundreds, some asyoung as 14,
have beeninjured; many will never walk
or see again. Doctors describe injuries
caused by inhumane torture and by the
use of pellet guns, banned under inter-
national law. Across the country hun-
dreds have smply * disappeared’.

During the bandh/curfew the empty
streets are peopled only by khaki-clad
soldierscarrying lathi (heavy sticks) and
machine guns; rolls of razor wire are
like somedystopian tumbleweed. Every-
where the walls shout: “Indian dogs go
back!”, “Go India go!” and, of course
“Azadi! (Freedom!)”.

No-onedaresto leavetheir house dur-
ing the curfew days. The schools have
been shut for three months. Examshave
been postponed. Young peopl €' sfutures
areon holdindefinitely.

Initially, women could venture out for
food and necessities but sexual harass-
ment, the snatching of headscarvesand
theabuse hasmadethisimpossible. They
dare not let their children out the door.
Broken windows and shot out street
lamps are the calling card of the sol-
diers. Water provision hasalso been tar-
geted. Women tell of soldiers barging
through their homes and beating their

New Saocialist Alter
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children. They fear that if the young
men go out they will never return.

This is what happened to Mergj-ud-
DinLone, a22 year-old father and veg-
etable sdller, the sole breadwinner in his
family. At 10.30am on 3 August hewas
shot in the heart as soldiers chased a
group of unarmed protesting boys.

Hisfamily and hisyoungwidow Daisy,
who now haveto worry about their very
survival, have been frustrated in every
attempt to seek justice. No-onefromthe
authorities has spoken to them. Thisis
not an unusual story in Srinagar. Thisis
just onefamily’shell.

For ordinary Kashmiris Azadi is the
only goal. Politicians discuss so-called
‘peace packages' but these are no more
than tawdry tokens. SoniaGandhi, presi-
dent of theruling Indian National Con-

gress Party, promises an ‘economic
package' of jobs but thishasno impact.
Almost everyone | spoketo, from civil
rights activiststo students and workers,
said that economic packages which do
not addresstheir national aspirationswill
never satisfy.

The very right-wing, nationalist BJP
makes demands such as “total peace’
before talks take place. It is an ardent
opponent of any reasonable autonomous
package or settlement and demands
more troops be sent in. Anti-Pakistan
sentiment and thethreat of ‘ Islamicter-
rorism’ are the mainstays of its propa-
ganda.

Thetraditional left parties, such asthe
Communist Party of Indiaand the Com-
munist Party of India(Marxist), partici-
pate in state governments alongside
Congress and other parties and do not

make serious demands on troop with-
drawal.

The occupation has claimed about
70,000 lives. But everywhere, the hos-
pitals, thehomesof grieving families, the
shops, the streets, people want to voice
their demands: * Stop thekilling, get the
army out, theright to self-determination
and independence from India, Pakistan
and China . While there is no trust in
the government thereishopethat resis-
tance in the valley can have an effect.

TheHurriyat isan alliance of political,
religious and social organisations.
Gedlani, one of its leaders, announces
the dates for bandhs, a type of general
shutdown strike. While support is uni-
form thereis no evidence of mass par-
ticipation in the decision-making process.
The government retaliates and attempts
to assume control by imposing curfews
at the same time.

Ehadjan, not a stone-pelting youth but
a 52-year old policeman, was at Shri
MaharajaHari Singh hospital to receive
treatment for kidney damage after four
days of severe torture. He had thrown
ashoe at the state chief minister during
aflag unfolding ceremony. He, like oth-
ers, is desperate for the eyes of the
worldto focuson thedaily masstorture
and incredibledenia of human rightsthat
is life for the masses of Indian-occu-
pied Kashmir.

Most people fear that the Indian
government’s propagandaiswidely ac-
cepted outside Kashmir. Whilethismay
be the case in general, some young
people are starting to discuss the issue
and to connect it with other aspects of
theredlity of lifefor themgjority in* shin-
ing India’.
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Ais how the people who live
there describe Indian-occu-
pied Kashmir, now under indefinite cur-
few. Monday 13 September saw 18
people, mainly young men, mowed down
by some of the 700,000 soldiersin the
Indian army who occupy Kashmir. Fur-
ther attacks mean that well over 100
people have beenkilled injust over 100
days since 11 June.

Many hundreds, some asyoung as 14,
have beeninjured; many will never walk
or see again. Doctors describe injuries
caused by inhumane torture and by the
use of pellet guns, banned under inter-
national law. Across the country hun-
dreds have smply * disappeared’.

During the bandh/curfew the empty
streets are peopled only by khaki-clad
soldierscarrying lathi (heavy sticks) and
machine guns; rolls of razor wire are
like somedystopian tumbleweed. Every-
where the walls shout: “Indian dogs go
back!”, “Go India go!” and, of course
“Azadi! (Freedom!)”.

No-onedaresto leavetheir house dur-
ing the curfew days. The schools have
been shut for three months. Examshave
been postponed. Young peopl €' sfutures
areon holdindefinitely.
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ment, the snatching of headscarvesand
theabuse hasmadethisimpossible. They
dare not let their children out the door.
Broken windows and shot out street
lamps are the calling card of the sol-
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men go out they will never return.

This is what happened to Mergj-ud-
DinLone, a22 year-old father and veg-
etable sdller, the sole breadwinner in his
family. At 10.30am on 3 August hewas
shot in the heart as soldiers chased a
group of unarmed protesting boys.

Hisfamily and hisyoungwidow Daisy,
who now haveto worry about their very
survival, have been frustrated in every
attempt to seek justice. No-onefromthe
authorities has spoken to them. Thisis
not an unusual story in Srinagar. Thisis
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gress Party, promises an ‘economic
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Almost everyone | spoketo, from civil
rights activiststo students and workers,
said that economic packages which do
not addresstheir national aspirationswill
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The very right-wing, nationalist BJP
makes demands such as “total peace’
before talks take place. It is an ardent
opponent of any reasonable autonomous
package or settlement and demands
more troops be sent in. Anti-Pakistan
sentiment and thethreat of ‘ Islamicter-
rorism’ are the mainstays of its propa-
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Communist Party of Indiaand the Com-
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tance in the valley can have an effect.
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Gedlani, one of its leaders, announces
the dates for bandhs, a type of general
shutdown strike. While support is uni-
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ticipation in the decision-making process.
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Stop the sale of Orissa. Put
People before profit.
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